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TOWPATH 
TASKFORCE

NEW YEAR
OPENING HOURS

Marina Office:
30 December – 9am - 5.30pm
31 December – 10am - 2pm
1 January – CLOSED
2 January onwards normal hours
We are opening on all of the Royal 
Mail delivery dates. 
PLEASE COLLECT YOUR PARCELS 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD.

Still Waters Shop:
30th December – 9am - 5.30pm
31st December – 9am - 4pm
1 January – CLOSED
2nd January - open from 9am as 
normal

Willow Tree Tea Room:
30th December – normal hours
31st December – 8.30am - 3pm
1st January – 10am - 4pm
2nd January – normal hours

Midland Chandlers:
Wednesday 30th -- 1000 – 1600
Thursday 31st – CLOSED
Friday 1st January – CLOSED
Saturday 2nd January onwards: 
Open as normal.

Findern Primary School had their annual 
Santa Stroll to the Marina on Friday 4th 
December. This year they met our very own 
Santa and his helper ‘Elf and Safety.

Santa and ‘Elf have been busy all December 
with Steve Frost on the Trip Boat Grotto.

Ian Webb retired recently. Contemplating the 
next phase in his life, his eye fell on an article 
in the Derby Telegraph calling for volunteers 
to join the South Derbyshire Towpath 
Taskforce. With no boating experience 
himself but having two narrowboating 
friends, Ian decided that helping care for the 
Trent & Mersey Canal would be worthwhile 
and interesting – and painting and decorating 
outdoors with others would certainly beat 
doing it at home! 
He arrived at Swarkestone for the first 
Taskforce session on the 9th of October, 
joining Barry Keight (Volunteer Leader, 
Central Shires, Canal and River Trust), John 
Dyson – member of the Fradley Task Force, 
Atholl Beattie – member of the Tamworth 
Task Force and Steve Morton who’s been 
volunteering at Fradley in a variety of roles 
over the last four years.
It was the perfect day for doing preparatory 
work on Aylesbury – the CRT work boat 
due for a repaint. And for the Taskforce 
Volunteers to get to know each other. John, 
Atholl and Steve had a lot of experience 
with different teams and different work sites. 
As Barry Keight pointed out, once signed a 
Volunteer can volunteer anywhere at any 
time. And CRT is keen to help Volunteers 
learn new skills - Steve had done Wattle 
Fence Making and Helmsman Courses 
and had just become a CATS (Competence 
Assessment & Training Scheme) Assessor 
for Volunteer Lock Keepers. 
The team is looking forward to the next 
South Derbyshire sessions which are on 
every second Friday. Anyone interested in 
joining them or finding out more on this or 
other Towpath Taskforces should get in 
touch with Canal and River Trust’s Volunteer 
Co-Ordinator Tom Freeland 
(tom.freeland@canalrivertrust.org.uk).
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JANUARY DIARY

Wednesday, 6 January 7pm Craft Night at the 
Willow Tree Tea Room

Wednesday, 6 January Skittles Night at the 
Burton Bridge Inn, Burton on Trent

Monday, 11 January Music Night at the Willow 
Tree Tea Rooms

Wednesday, 13 January 7pm Beetle Drive at 
the Willow Tree Tea Rooms

Wednesday, 20 January 7pm Quiz at the 
Willow Tree Tea Rooms

Wednesday, 27 January 7pm Bingo Night at 
the Willow Tree Tea Rooms
(find all the details on the Marina Community 
Facebook Page or ask in the Office)


